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Carson teacher goes out of her way to help students succeed

continued on page 4

Carson Elementary School teacher Sandra Adams-Ahlers, selected 
as this year’s Puyallup School District Teacher of the Year at the 
elementary level, works with fourth grader Brock Allen.

continued on page 4

Veteran educator inspires 
students in their career choices

Rogers High School teacher Rod Iverson, named this year’s Puyallup 
School District Teacher of the Year at the secondary level, leads a 
discussion in one of his Advanced Placement Government classes.

Failure is not an option in Sandra Adams-
Ahlers’ class.

Take student Kenzie Hill. Last fall, the 
fourth grader at Carson Elementary was 
worried she might not complete a required 
science project with her parents gone so 
much of the time at the hospital.

Her mother, fi fth-grade Carson Elemen-
tary teacher Kristen Hill, had been diag-
nosed with cancer and had just started an 
intense chemotherapy regimen. 

For two months, Adams-Ahlers gave up 
her lunch hour to help the young girl with 
the science project, fi eld testing which 
type of gum produced the biggest bubble. 

“Kenzie was so concerned about how she 
would get her science fair project done,” 
Adams-Ahlers said. “That’s just not ok. 
I consider it part of my job, lunch or no 
lunch. It’s what any teacher would do.”

Students, parents, and colleagues at 
Carson Elementary School say that Ad-
ams-Ahlers regularly goes out of her way 
to help students, as well as colleagues, 
succeed.

She comes to school early, stays late, and 
meets with students at lunch and recess 
to help them with writing, math, spelling, 
and other assignments and projects. She 
has also been instrumental in sharing suc-
cessful teaching strategies with colleagues 
through formal workshops and informal 
one-on-one trainings.

Teacher of the Year selection

Her extra effort has not gone unnoticed. 
Adams-Ahlers is this year’s Puyallup 
School District Teacher of the Year at the 
elementary school level. Her name has been 
submitted to the Puget Sound Educational 
Service District to be considered for the 
regional Teacher of the Year program. 
 
The honoree was greeted with fl owers 

from several of her students and col-
leagues, as well as a standing ovation, 
during last month’s Teacher of the Year 
recognition at the Puyallup School Board 
meeting. Kenzie’s father, Craig Hill, 
nominated her for the award.

“Mrs. Ahlers quickly stepped up to help 
our daughter emotionally, socially, and 
academically,” Hill wrote in his nomina-
tion letter.

Hill also noted that Adams-Ahlers allowed 
his daughter to eat lunch with a friend 
from another class — a friend who had 
recently seen her mother battle cancer too. 
“Sandra Ahlers has been a blessing to our 
family this year.”

Assistant Principal Miles Erdly told the 
school board that Adams-Ahlers has been 
“a fabulous teacher at Carson” since it 
opened in fall 2007. Among other things, 
he said she served on the lead team that 
helped establish the school’s culture.

“She has always been able to step in and 
be a part of what is happening at Carson,” 
Erdly said. “She has endeared herself to so 
many of our staff members, students, and 
parents.”

Adams-Ahlers thanked the board for the 
recognition and said, “Many other teach-
ers certainly qualify for this award, and I 
am honored to know that my approach to 
teaching and my belief in high expecta-
tions for myself, as well as my students, 
has been recognized. I am deeply moved, 
and I am blessed.”
 
27 years of teaching

This month marks Adams-Ahlers’ 27th 
year of teaching. She spent the past two 
years at Carson Elementary; six years at 
Stewart Elementary, including one year as 
a building learning specialist; six years in 
the Franklin-Pierce School District; and 

When Madeline Vitek started her senior 
year of high school, her sights were set on 
pursuing a college degree in journalism.

Then she walked into Rod Iverson’s class. 
Before long, her post-high school plans 
changed.

“He awakened a passion in me for gov-
ernment and politics,” said the 2004 Rog-
ers High graduate. “He taught us about 
the basic systems and branches of govern-
ment, but he also personally inspired in 
all of us a sense of responsibility to be 
politically engaged.”

In her next four years at Seattle Uni-
versity, Vitek exercised civic leadership 
in a variety of ways, including serving 
two years as president of the Young 
Democrats on campus and a year as press 

secretary of the statewide organization. 
Last fall she earned a degree in political 
science and non-profi t leadership, and 
this year she is working on her master’s 
program in student affairs and higher edu-
cation at Miami University in Ohio.

Without a doubt, she said, Iverson infl u-
enced not only her career choice, but also 
her work ethic.

“He set very high expectations of his 
students, and he more than equipped us to 
meet those expectations,” she said. 

Teacher of the Year selection

In a letter nominating Iverson for this 
year’s secondary Teacher of the Year, 
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Board Member’s Message
My fi rst 100 days as a school board director

Preparing students for post-high school years

Photo: Semira Vinson, a kindergartner at Zeiger 
Elementary School, won fi rst place for her Science 
Fair project, which she describes to judge Mark 
Rorem. In her experiment, Vinson tested how 
parachute size affects landing time.

School-to-work programs assist our stu-
dents in making the transition from school 
to post-secondary education and train-
ing and from school to work. Preparing 
students for the world of work and, at a 
minimum, family-wage jobs beyond high 
school means that we must provide early 
opportunities and stable funding resources 
for them. This is critically important so 
that our students will be able to identify 
their career interests and deeply explore 
the many Pathway Programs that are 
infused within the district’s curriculum 
offerings. 

From their fi rst days in school, members 
of the class of 2021 (this year’s kinder-
gartners) begin their transition through 
their educational program toward work, 
college, and life after high school. Care-
fully prepared career educational plans 
assist and support students in learning the 
skills necessary to experience success af-
ter high school. This issue of Connections, 
for example, features many Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) teachers who 
began their educational careers in the Puy-
allup School District. Our award-winning 
student artists are also spotlighted along 

with their work created in our high school 
art studios. Through the Arts Downtown 
program, these students meet and work 
with artists and teachers who mentor and 
guide them in the profession.

Known for its excellent CTE Pathway 
Programs, the Puyallup School Dis-
trict requires all students — those who 
are college bound as well as students 
seeking technical training in their post-
high school plans — to take numerous 
courses from excellent instructors that 
offer a variety of hands-on experiences 
in 28 programs of study in the following 
areas: Arts and Communications, Health 
and Human Services, Engineering 
and Technology, Science and Natural 

Resources, and Business and Marketing. 
Through their educational programs, 
students gain the skills they need to 
contribute to a skilled workforce as they 
graduate from our high schools and 
seek meaningful jobs which contribute 
to a much-needed and greatly improved 
American economy, as well as social 
programs.

These CTE programs have gained many 
state and national recognitions for excel-
lence. Much of this is due to the contribu-
tions of the many community and business 
leaders who voluntarily offer their ex-
pertise and serve as partners on advisory 
councils in the core Pathway Programs. 
By serving on committees, volunteering 
in classrooms, tutoring, or contributing in 
other ways, these volunteers help shape 
the lives of our students.  

I sincerely thank the many citizens who 
provide help and assistance throughout 
our district. I am very proud to cham-
pion the efforts of our entire Career and 
Technical Education program staff, as 
well as the dedicated volunteers from our 
business community. 

The national media makes a huge deal 
after every presidential election to report 
on the president’s fi rst 100 days. I thought 
I would take this opportunity to report on 
my fi rst 100 days as well. As I said after 
being sworn in at the February 9 school 
board meeting, I feel tremendously hon-
ored and humbled to have been appointed 
to the board. 

With the huge fi nancial challenges facing 
our district, I have enjoyed a great support 
staff to help me get up to speed. My fel-
low board members have been outstand-
ing on educating me on issues, yet patient 
with my continual questions.

I have spent long hours with many central 
offi ce employees in the areas of math 
and science, literacy, diversity, regional 
learning communities, human resources, 
fi nance, special education, highly capable, 

music, and facilities — all to help me 
understand how the district operates and 
the intricacies of how our children are 
educated.

Superintendent Tony Apostle and Deputy 
Superintendent Debra Aungst have also 
been incredibly helpful with explaining 
district fi nances, operations, and historical 
backgrounds to further help me under-
stand decisions and the rationale behind 
these decisions.

I have visited all of our district schools 
since starting in February. This has been 
extremely helpful and benefi cial to me. 
I get a better understanding of the fl avor 
and dynamics of each school (yes, each 
one is different), its achievements, and 
its challenges. I have enjoyed meeting 
and speaking with principals, teachers, 
paraeducators, and other building staff. 
Regardless of the age of our buildings, I 
have been very impressed with the cleanli-
ness and overall good condition of our 
schools. The pride in schools and profes-
sionalism of staff, volunteers, and students 
are outstanding.

With the events brought on by the dis-
trict’s current fi nancial situation, atten-

dance at board meetings has increased. 
I truly enjoy hearing from parents, 
teachers, students, and citizens about 
issues facing the district. I appreciate the 
passion and advocacy for programs and 
for increasing students’ learning op-
portunities. Believe it or not, our district 
was in front of this fi nancial situation 
by announcing program changes to staff 
and the public as early as possible. There 
were 14 budget forums, and I attended 
the four public forums to hear what 
parents, teachers, and citizens had to say 
(other board members attended various 
meetings as well). 

Friends and acquaintances that I meet 
remark that this would be a terrible time 
to be placed on the board. My reply is that 
this is the best time to be on the board. 
This is a great opportunity to make deci-
sions that will positively affect the opera-
tion of the district through these challeng-
ing times.

Should you have questions, comments, 
or concerns, contact me or another board 
member. Our phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses are listed on the district Web 
site. It is my honor to represent you on the 
school board.

Knowledge and fun mix for success in Science Fair
More than 300 students of all ages displayed projects in the 
Puyallup School District’s 11th annual science fair, “Science 
Explorations 2009,” held during the Spring Fair in April at the 
Puyallup Fair and Events Center.

The 325 student scientists represented 24 different schools 
throughout the district and showcased their work in words, 
charts, and photographs on three-sided display boards and in 
supporting journals.

Students in grades four through 12 also competed in a timed 
event called the Straw Tower Contest.

To view more photos from this event, visit the district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page under District 
Headlines, click More District News.
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Award of Merit winners in the national Refl ections contest are (from 
left) Gabrielle Brooks of Carson Elementary and Allison Knowles of 
Fruitland Elementary.

Student art recognized in national PTA Refl ections contest

Woodland paraeducator wins state honor

In an effort to conserve energy and, in 
turn, save on operating costs, the district 
will temporary close all but fi ve of its 
schools this summer.

The district estimates it will save more 
than $80,000 in utility costs by closing 
the schools between June 29 and August 
14.

Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and 
Walker high schools, as well as Meeker 
Elementary, will remain open. All 
summer programs and facility uses will 
be consolidated at these open schools.
District support buildings, including 
the Education Service Center, will also 
remain open with regular summer oper-
ating hours. 

Church congregations with prior agree-
ments to meet in several of the closed 
schools will continue as scheduled at 
those sites during the occupancy hours 
agreed upon for summer. Fields and 
grounds will remain available for use 
all summer long, and there will be no 
changes to their scheduled uses.

The proposed savings is included in the 
2009-10 school district budget plan and 
will mitigate reductions in other areas.

Bus schedules for the 2009-10 school 
year will be posted by the middle of 
August on the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click the Bus 
Schedules icon at the top of the page, 
then click the name of the school for the 
bus times and routes.

Parents without Internet access may 
contact their child’s school for bus 
schedule information. School offi ces 
will be open the last week of August. 
For more information, contact the dis-
trict Transportation department at (253) 
841-8775.

Bus schedules on 
Web site in August

All but fi ve schools 
to temporarily close 
during summer

A vibrant photo of a bee perched on a 
fl ower and a poem vividly describing the 
sounds of nature have earned two local 
students national recognition in the annual 
PTA Refl ections contest.

Gabrielle Brooks, a fi fth grader at Carson 
Elementary, and Allison Knowles, a fourth 
grader at Fruitland Elementary, received 
Awards of Merit for their artwork. The na-
tional PTA gives awards in three catego-
ries: Outstanding Interpretation, Awards of 
Excellence, and Awards of Merit.

The students moved on to the national 
competition after winning the highest 
award possible — Outstanding Interpreta-
tion — this spring in the Washington state 
Refl ections contest.

The annual Refl ections contest encourages 
students from kindergarten through high 
school to interpret a central theme. This 
year’s theme was “Wow!” and partici-
pants could enter in one of six categories: 
choreography/dance, fi lm/video, literature, 
music composition, photography, or visual 
arts.

Brooks entered a color photograph of a 
bee on the end of a budding purple fl ower. 
She saw the bee on a fl ower at a local 
pumpkin patch earlier this year and used 
a Canon 30D digital camera to take the 
prize-winning photo.

“It took me about 20 or 30 pictures to get it 

right because it’s a bee, and it’s hard to take 
a photo of a bee on a fl ower,” she said.

Brooks said she remembers her reaction 
after taking the photograph and notic-
ing the insect’s distinct black and yellow 
patterns. “It was so cool. It looked like he 
had sunglasses on,” she said.

For Knowles, it was her writing that 
earned her a spot at the national contest. 
In a piece called “Poem of Earth,” the 
fourth grader describes the natural world 
around her. She writes in part:

“Totally dark outside but
Still I lay in bed listening,
Just listening.
Coyotes yipping, owls hooting,
Trees rustling in the wind.”

“I just started writing a poem one night,” 
she said. “I was thinking about the differ-
ent sounds of the earth.”

Knowles said many of the sights and sounds 
she describes in the poem come from per-
sonal experiences. “My family likes to go 
hiking in the mountains,” she said.

Both students will receive a certifi cate for 
winning the Award of Merit and will have 
their work featured for one year beginning 
this August on the national PTA Web site 
at www.pta.org. 

Their road to the national competition be-

gan at the local level with more than 300 
other Puyallup School District Refl ections 
entries. Of those, 52 were sent to the state 
level for judging.

In addition to Brooks and Knowles win-
ning Outstanding Interpretation in Wash-
ington, the following students received 
Awards of Excellence in the state-level 
contest:
• Christian Braddock, Meeker 

Elementary, photography

• Lousia Healey, Northwood 
Elementary, music composition

• Athea Leija, Edgerton Elementary, 
literature

• Grace Burchett, Ridgecrest 
Elementary, literature

• Gabriela Davidson-Gomez, Stewart 
Elementary, literature

• Hayden Hopkins-Wilkins, Stewart 
Elementary, choreography/dance

At the end of their school day, Kathy 
Meyer is one of last adults students see 
before they head home. She believes 
in giving every one of them a positive 
sendoff.

As parents wait in a line-up of cars in 
front of school to pick up their children, 
Meyer opens car doors for students, helps 
as needed to get them and their school 
gear loaded, then gives a friendly wave as 
they drive away.

She calls each of the 200-plus students 
who are picked up each day by their fi rst 
name, just as she tries to do with all of the 
616 students enrolled this year at Wood-
land Elementary School.

Meyer, a paraeducator in the Kids In 
Therapeutic Education (KITE) program, 
believes it’s important for every student to 
feel valued and respected. So, she makes 
it a priority every time she sees them to 
make eye contact and say their name. 

Her dedication to students has not gone 
unnoticed. She is one of 13 school 
employees across the state to receive 
this year’s Washington State Classifi ed 
Employee Excellence Award.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Randy Dorn honored 
Meyer and the other 
winners at an awards 
ceremony last month 
in the Washington 
State Senate cham-
bers. 

“We are honored to have so many talented 
and innovative individuals as a part of 
our education team here in Washington,” 
Dorn said. “Classifi ed staff members are 
essential to the success of our schools, 
and these 13 individuals stand out. They 
are examples of dedication, creativity, 
and teamwork, and I am humbled by their 
enormous contributions.”

13 years at Woodland

Meyer has worked in the KITE program at 
Woodland Elementary the past 13 years, 
all of them in Heidi Eshpeter’s classroom.

The program educates students with 
signifi cant behavioral challenges in a self-
contained classroom. When appropriate 
throughout the day, the special education 
students are combined with general educa-
tion students in certain classes and activi-
ties, such as P.E., music, and library.

Meyer works one-on-
one and in small groups 
with the KITE students 
in grades four through 
six, prepares classroom 
materials and plans, 
helps track students’ 

academic gains, and maintains and assists 
with student discipline and classroom 
management.

She also accompanies KITE students 
when they move into general education 
classrooms and assists them with math, 
reading, spelling, and other areas where 
they need support.

“We try hard to get the KITE kids into 
general education classes so that they 
don’t stand out at school,” Meyer said. 
“It’s very important for them to feel a part 
of the building.”

While her assignment is to work with 
KITE students while in the general educa-
tion classroom, “it is clear that her passion 
is working with all kids.  Every student in 
my classroom knows who she is and looks 
to her for guidance and support in class,” 
said sixth-grade teacher Dean Lapin.

Meyer also oversees the KITE students 
as they manage the student store every 
Friday during recess. The students sell 
licorice ropes, pepperoni sticks, and other 
candy and snacks. They are also respon-
sible for taking inventory at the end of the 
day and counting their proceeds, which 
pay for class activities.

The experience, Meyer said, gives the 
students an occupational opportunity and 
a chance to be leaders among their Wood-
land Elementary peers. Her role as their 
supervisor has coined her the nickname, 
‘the candy lady.’

Meyer’s other school involvement in-
cludes helping to coordinate the school’s 
WASL program, such as inventorying test 
booklets at the beginning and end of every 

“Every student in my classroom 
knows who she is and looks to 
her for guidance and support in 
class.”

Dean Lapin

continued on page 5

Kathy Meyer, a paraeducator in the Kids In Therapeutic Education 
(KITE) program at Woodland Elementary, helps student Jordan Skelly 
with his math lesson.



Sandra Adams-Ahlers, Teacher of 
the Year at the elementary level.

continued from page 1
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Carson teacher

Veteran educator

continued from page 1

the remaining years in California and 
Nevada.

“Teaching is my life,” she said. “I grew 
up in a poor family, and my parents sac-
rifi ced everything for our education. It’s 
my time to give back.”

Adams-Ahlers said she enjoys putting in 
the extra effort to make a lesson or proj-
ect interesting and informative. “I try to 
use project, team-based learning as much 
as possible.”

This past month, for example, students 
participated in a simulation of life on the 
Oregon Trail. Each one was assigned a 
wagon and had to select what supplies 
they would carry with them to survive the 
trip west.

Students also recently assumed the role 
of crime lab scientists as they helped 
solve an imaginary mystery. They exam-
ined a variety of clues, tested evidence, 
and compared notes, all the while learn-
ing science skills, teamwork, and critical 
thinking, Adams-Ahlers said.

“I love teaching fourth grade because they 
are eager to learn, and there is so much 
growth over a short period of time,” she said.

Professional leadership

Adams-Ahlers has her bachelor’s degree 
in K-12 health and physical education 
from Loma Linda University in South-

ern California and her master’s degree in 
elementary education from Pacifi c Union 
College in Northern California.

Aside from the effort she puts into her 
regular teaching job, Adams-Ahlers is 
working this year on her National Board 
Certifi cation. Teachers and counselors 
who go through this rigorous process are 
required to submit a portfolio document-
ing classroom practices, as well as pass a 
three-hour computer-based assessment of 
their content knowledge.

Meanwhile, she continues to mentor 
colleagues. Last August, Adams-Ahlers 
helped present a workshop for her peers to 
teach them how to help students become 
better writers.

“I enjoyed her workshop on writing be-
cause it was fi lled with practical ideas on 
how to get children to write,” said Jo Ann 
Noel, a second-grade teacher at Carson 
Elementary. “My second graders have 
used a combination of Step Up to Writ-
ing and Four Square Writing this year and 
have been very successful because of the 
writing ideas presented in the workshop.”

Adams-Ahlers also helped organize a 
science night in December to help parents 
understand some of the requirements of a 
successful science fair project, including the 
challenge of developing a testable question.

Principal Arturo Gonzalez praised her 
leadership abilities. “Mrs. Adams-Ahlers 
is one of those exceptional teachers who 
has become a leader because of her skills 
and willingness to do whatever it takes to 
make us all successful.”

Stewart Elementary Co-Principal Clara 
Davidson shared similar sentiments about 
Adams-Ahlers’ leadership skills. “She 
was an excellent teacher leader, and she 
got other teachers to do what was right for 
kids. She was a good model for that.”

Students and parents

It’s not uncommon for former students 
to stop by Adams-Ahlers class at recess 
or after school with offers to volunteer 
or to sit down and chat with their former 
teacher.

One of her classroom helpers this year is 
Katelyn Anderson. The fi fth grader stops 
by the room every day at recess to see if 

she can help grade papers or do other 
classroom tasks.

“She was really nice and cool,” Anderson 
said. “When we didn’t understand some-
thing, she would help us out. I had a really 
tough time with spelling and writing last 
year, and she helped me during recess.”

Student Kenzie Hill, who worked 
on her science project last fall with 
Adams-Ahlers’ help, said she likes her 
teacher because “she lets us read a lot 
and does a good job of explaining math 
problems.” Kenzie fi nished her science 
project in time for the schoolwide sci-
ence fair earlier this year. Her mother, 
Kristen, returned to school part-time 
this spring after completing chemo-
therapy.

“She is incredible,” Kristen said. “She’s 
the fi rst person everyone comes to for 
help, and she is my mentor.”

Fourth grader Ross Miho described 
his teacher as strict, but added that it is 
because “she wants us to succeed. She is 
somebody who cares what we do.”

Classmate Rebekah Barkley said she 
likes to participate in fun classroom 
projects like the crime scene investiga-
tion and enjoys writing more this year. 
Her mother, Darla, said, “I’ve really seen 
her writing take off, and her scores have 
improved greatly.”

When asked if there was one thing in 
particular she likes about her teacher,” 
Rebekah was quick to reply. She said, “She 
always tells us that she will never let us fail.”

Rogers High Principal Scott Brittain 
praised his commitment to students and to 
education.

“Quite simply, Rod Iverson defi nes 
professionalism and excellence when it 
comes to teaching,” Brittain wrote. “Few 
teachers have the ability to bring rel-
evance and interest to their history classes 
in the manner that Rod Iverson does.”

This month Iverson completes his 44th 
year of teaching — all in the Puyallup 
School District. He has the most senior-
ity of any employee in the district and 
was named the Puyallup School District’s 
Teacher of the Year at the secondary 
level, which includes junior high and 
high school.

His name has been submitted to the Puget 
Sound Educational Service District to be 
considered for the regional Teacher of the 
Year program.
 
Iverson received a standing ovation from 
the Puyallup School Board and audience 
last month as he received an engraved 
recognition plaque and personal congratu-
lations from the directors and Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle.

“I’m blessed to teach wonderful kids 
every day,” he said. “There are many 
wonderful teachers in our school district 
and in our building alone, and it’s truly a 
humbling thing to accept this award.”

The early years

Iverson graduated from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University with an education degree and 
has since earned his master’s degree 
in curriculum and instruction from the 
University of Washington.

He began his teaching career in 1965 as a 
language arts and social studies instructor 
at Aylen Junior High, then known as West 
Junior High. He taught there for 13 years, 
also serving as an assistant basketball and 
football coach.

Puyallup resident Don Grieve, a former 
language arts and social studies instructor 
at Aylen Junior High who is now retired, 
worked with Iverson when he fi rst started 
teaching and served as his mentor during 
his student teaching in college.

Grieve described Iverson as “an excellent 
role model” for students and teachers. 
“Even back then, he was already a very 
dedicated kind of person,” he said.

Iverson’s fi rst principal, Dave Maxwell, 
said he also remembers Iverson well dur-
ing his early years as a teacher.

“He had a calm approach with kids and 
was a very likable person,” he said. “We 
felt very fortunate he chose to come to 
Puyallup as he turned out to be a master 
teacher and a wonderful coach.”

Teaching high school

In 1978, Iverson moved to Puyallup High 
to teach government and history, as well 
as serve as the assistant basketball and 
football coach. During his fi nal year there 
(1987-88), the school won the Class 4A 
state football championship.

A decade later he moved to Rogers High 

to teach government 
and U.S. history and 
become the school’s 
head basketball 
coach.

In recent years, 
Iverson has taught 
civics and Advanced 
Placement (AP) 
government. He also 
serves as chair of the 
school’s Social Stud-
ies department.

“I’ve always tried 
to have high ex-
pectations of my 
students,” he said. “I 
challenge them, and 
I think they respect 
me for it.”

While the AP government class is a 
demanding course to teach, he said it 
offers a certain level of accountability 
as a teacher since many of the students 
demonstrate what they learn on the chal-
lenging end-of-year AP exam. How they 
fare on the test determines whether they 
will earn college credit for the class. Re-
sults of the rigorous exams are released 
during summer.

“How they do on that test is my fi nal 
report card,” Iverson said. Last year, 88 
students — the most ever — took the 
AP government exam out of the 114 
enrolled in his classes. Of those, 55 
students (63 percent) passed, which was 
considerably higher than the national 
average, he said.

He also found success as a high school 
basketball coach. In an offi ce space adja-
cent to his classroom, walls are fi lled with 
framed photographs of basketball teams 
and certifi cates of recognition or special 
honors. In 1997-98, Rogers High won the 
South Puget Sound League boys basket-
ball championship.

Iverson retired as head coach last year and 
will be inducted this summer into the state 
Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame.

Staying current in education

Even after teaching school for more than 
four decades, Iverson continues to seek 
opportunities to keep his lessons current 
and to grow professionally.

In 2004, he was one of 60 teachers around 
the country selected to participate in a 
12-day seminar on Media and Democracy 
through a Harvard Graduate School of Edu-
cation grant. He has also twice received a 
Freedom Foundation grant to attend a sum-
mer program for teachers at Valley Forge.

Iverson has seen numerous changes over 
the years in the teaching profession, espe-
cially with the advent of computers and 
other technology. While he regularly uses 
the latest technology resources, he also 
sticks to what he calls “the fundamentals 
of teaching: motivating students to per-
form and presenting the material in a way 
they can and want to learn.”

Education runs in his family. His son-in-
law, Nick Hedman, is assistant principal at 
Brouillet and Zeiger elementary schools, 
while his son, Kyle, is a P.E. specialist this 
year at Brouillet, Pope, and Waller Road 
elementary schools. Kyle also taught up-
per elementary grades in this district the 
previous eight years.

Student success

Like Vitek, who changed her college plans 
in her senior year after taking Iverson’s 
AP government class, senior Hayley 
Edmonston said she is also considering a 
political science major in college. She is 
eyeing a future career as a lobbyist or po-
litical speech writer and is not ruling out 
an eventual law degree or run for public 
offi ce.

“It’s obvious he respects the opinions of 
his students and values giving us a chance 
to talk about what we think,” she said.

Vitek, in her fi rst year working on her 
master’s degree, added, “Mr. Iverson was 
probably the best teacher I have ever had. 
He wasn’t the warm and fuzzy type, but I 
knew he cared about us and our success.”

Rod Iverson, Teacher of the Year at the secondary 
level, is recognized at the Puyallup School Board 
meeting.
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day. For the past eight years, she has 
also been one of the staff chaperones 
and helped teach archery at sixth-grade 
outdoor education camp. 

State award nomination

“Kathy is one of the most giving, gener-
ous, and involved staff members that I 
have ever had the privilege of working 
with,” Woodland Elementary Principal 
Eric Molver wrote in a letter nominat-
ing Meyer for the state award.

The nomination packet also included a 
recommendation from Eshpeter, as well 
as Karrie Osborne, a special education 
KITE teacher at Emerald Ridge High.

Having worked side-by-side with 
Meyer in the same classroom for more 
than a decade, Eshpeter said the para-
educator has enabled many students 
to believe in themselves and transition 
from a self-contained environment to 
one that is all-inclusive.

“I teach students with challenging 
behavioral concerns, and Kathy’s car-
ing and clear, calm, rational behavior 
enables students to learn in a safe envi-
ronment that addresses their emotional 
needs while instilling order to their 
otherwise hectic day,” Eshpeter said.

Osborne, who worked with Meyer for 
nine years at Woodland Elementary, 
wrote, “Kathy not only teaches the 
lessons well, she is able to adapt the 
academics to the social and emotional 
needs of even the most fearful or re-
luctant learner. The KITE students feel 
safe with Kathy due to her fi rm, honest, 
and heartfelt approach.”

To read more about Meyer, including 
comments from students and parents, 
visit the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page under District Headlines, click 
More District News.

Woodland Elementary 
paraeducator honored
continued from page 3

Schools across the district are encouraging 
students in all grade levels to explore what 
lies ahead of them beyond graduation. 
From kindergarten through high school, 
teachers and staff members are letting 
students know it’s never too early to think 
about college and careers.

Elementary school

Before they even begin junior high, a 
group of sixth graders from Karshner El-
ementary had an opportunity this spring to 
get an up-close look at life at a four-year 
university.

Thanks to a grant from the Northwest 
Education Loan Association, about 40 
sixth graders spent a day talking with 
college students and admissions offi cers 
at the University of Puget Sound (UPS) 
as part of the “I’m Going to College” pro-
gram. Students studied several lessons on 
college classes, admissions, and fi nancial 
aid before their April 23 visit to the UPS 
campus.

The fi eld trip is one example of how 
elementary schools around the district are 
encouraging students to think about their 
post-secondary education and careers.

The Karshner Elementary students were 
led on a tour of the campus and explored 
college-style classrooms, including a 
lecture hall and science lab. They also 
learned about the hard work college cours-
es can require.

UPS junior Jeremiah Root told students 
he typically attends three classes a day 
and spends a considerable amount of time 
outside of class working on homework 
and studying.

“If I don’t do four to fi ve hours of home-
work each day, I’m in trouble,” Root said.

As they toured the campus, the Karshner 
Elementary students asked Root questions 
about life at college, sports opportunities, 
and the various fi elds of study.

Karshner Elementary School parent 
Donna Dubois served as a chaperone on 
the fi eld trip and came away encouraged 

by what students experienced. 

“Hopefully, it keeps them motivated to 
continue doing good work,” Donna said. 
“They’ve heard about college and read 
about it, but now they can see it up close.”

Sixth-grade teachers Nancy Ellis and Lau-
rie Vitt told students that even though high 
school graduation is still several years 
away, the grades they will earn in junior 
high and the work ethic they have now 
will impact their futures.

John Hanson, a UPS admissions coun-
selor, also talked about the importance of 
grades. “It’s really important to get good 
grades in junior high because that will 
prepare you for high school and college,” 
he said. “If you want to have the most 
options available, the most scholarship 
opportunities, you have to earn good 
grades.”

Of the roughly 2,600 students at UPS, 
Hanson said, only about 10 percent pay 
the full tuition of $45,000 per year. The 
rest have earned scholarships to pay for 
some or even all of their college costs.

Sixth grader Jazmine Fletcher said she 
was excited to see a college campus up 
close. “I liked seeing all the different 
classrooms and learning about the subjects 
they offer,” she said.

Fellow sixth grader Megan Reynolds said 
the experience helped her to learn more 
about the value of good grades and earn-
ing scholarships. 

While the tour included information about 
UPS programs, Karshner Elementary 
Principal Jeanie Schneider said the overall 
goal was to get students thinking about 
their education in general beyond high 
school, whether that means college, a 
community or technical college, or other 
career-oriented education like apprentice-
ships.

Junior high school

Junior high schools around the district 
are also looking for ways to encourage 
students to think ahead. At Ferrucci Junior 
High, for example, one day each month 

Students explore life after high school

continued on page 8

High school journalists win national awards
Puyallup High School’s student newspa-
per earned top honors, and students from 
all three comprehensive high schools won 
recognition for writing, photography, 
broadcast, and other journalism skills, at a 
national convention in April.

The Viking Vanguard earned fi rst place in 
the nation in the Best of Show category 
for 13- to 16-page newspapers.

“When they announced us as fi rst place, 
there was just mass pandemonium,” said 
adviser Sandra Coyer. “It defi nitely was 

an incredibly emotional moment once I 
was able to sit back and take it in.”

Coyer said the student journalists work 
hard at what they do to provide “sound, 
journalistically responsible articles for the 
school and the community.”
 
This is the fi rst time in the school’s his-
tory, Coyer said, that the newspaper has 
won fi rst place in the overall Best of Show 
national competition. The last time the 
Vanguard placed fi rst in a national contest 
was in 1998 in Washington, D.C. The 

newspaper placed fi rst that year in the 
special edition category. 

The Commoner, from Rogers High 
School, also took top honors in the nation 
this year by placing tenth in the Best of 
Show newsmagazine category.

Students accepted their awards and 
participated in on-the-spot contests at 
the 2009 Journalism Education Associa-
tion/National Scholastic Press Association 
Spring National High School Journalism 
Convention in Phoenix, Ariz.

In addition to the group-based contests, 
students participated in individual write-
off competitions. Puyallup High School 
junior Becca Harris received a superior 
rating in the feature writing category, 
seven students from the district’s three 
comprehensive high schools received 
excellent ratings in categories such as 
newswriting, sportswriting, broadcast, 
and PhotoShop art, and six Rogers High 
students received honorable mentions.

To read more about journalism awards 
won this spring and top honors received 
in previous years, visit the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the 
Home page under District Headlines, 
click More District News. A complete 
list of the student winners this spring is 
featured in the Web site article about the 
journalism awards.

Puyallup High newspaper adviser Sandra Coyer works with senior Erin 
Swenson during production of an issue of the Viking Vanguard.

Elementary school 
registration is July 8 
to August 12
Parents of students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade may register their 
children for school every Wednesday 
between July 8 and August 12 at the 
Puyallup School District’s administra-
tive offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

The district will register students 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. every 
Wednesday in the Pioneer Room at the 
Education Service Center, 302 Second 
St. S.E. (on the corner of Meridian 
Street and Pioneer Avenue).

To register students for kindergarten 
and fi rst grade, parents should bring 
a copy of their child’s immunization 
record, an original birth certifi cate, and 
proof of address such as a lease agree-
ment or utility bill.

To register students in grades two 
through six, parents should bring the 
child’s immunization record, a last 
report card, and proof of address.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 841-8796.

Information about registration for 
students new to junior high and high 
schools will be posted later this spring 
on the school district Web site at    
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

University of Puget Sound junior Jermiah Root gives a group of 
sixth graders from Karshner Elementary School a tour of the college 
campus.
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Twenty outstanding seniors from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers 
high schools are recognized each year by the Puyallup School Board.

Students selected are recognized for their leadership qualities and are
nominated for this honor by teachers within the various
departments at each high school.

The outstanding 60 seniors are honored, along with 
their families, during the second Puyallup School 
Board meeting in May. Students receive a certifi cate, 
a reception in their honor, and a copy of a booklet 
outlining the accomplishments of each of the students recognized. 
Copies of the booklets are available for viewing on the Puyallup School 
District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click 
More District News under District Headlines.

Emerald Ridge High School

Megan Albert Lauren Armstrong Nick Bleich Joseph Bozich Afshan Dhillon Tarannum Dhillon Shanon Doran

Lance Eckenroth Yosef Gamble Anna Gibson Kristen Goff Brianna Lantz Robin Loewen Jordan Mirk

Jolessa Moore Chris Rickard Melanie Stambaugh Sarah Stark Michele Whipple Chase Young

Rogers High School

Puyallup High School

Shabnam Azami Sean Barber Will Beeler Breinn Bertrand Nathan Bosen John Buell Tyler Davis

Hannah Hanson Elizabeth Haskey Jennifer Jacobs Grace Josten Taylor Kimbrough David Marsee Josh Perkins

Lauren Picha IV Reeves Danny Serna Kara Spane Cayla Vest Hien Vu

Laurel Barrett Nathan Brittain Bethany Gebhart Sterling Graham Bryan Hall Korey Kase Dan Mbichire

Chelsea Olivas Kaela Pettitt Justin Piger Sarah Plummer Beth Racher Emmy Rose Kelsey Spear

Carl Spencer Jin Stedge Jake Steedman Manuel Vandermolen Josh Wojtala Samantha Wojtala

Puyallup School Board recognizes outstanding graduates
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Students explore life 
after high school

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left) Kylee Okazaki, Andrea 
Saavedra, Lesly Gutierrez, and Morgan Whittingslow wear some of 
the sweatshirts available to students during special college-themed 
days each month. 

is set aside for students and staff to wear 
college-theme sweatshirts to school.

Students also decorated classroom doors 
this year using themed material from lo-
cal universities and technical colleges. 

School counselor Annie Boulet orga-
nized the college-themed activities, and 
district staff members, local civic groups, 
and community members have donated 
new and used college-theme sweatshirts.

Boulet said the program is less about 
the particular schools displayed on the 
shirts or on the classroom doors and 
more about post-high school education in 
general.

“It’s really an effort to bring colleges to 
the forefront,” she said. “Naturally, when 
they’re wearing these shirts, they start 
thinking about it and talking with teach-
ers and other students.”

In junior high classrooms around the 
district, teachers also talk with students 
about college admission requirements 
and teach them how to calculate grade 
point averages — a common benchmark 
requirement at many institutions.

High school

The district’s emphasis on career and 
college planning continues through high 
school. Joan Berry, a counselor at Rogers 
High, said each of the district’s three 
comprehensive high schools take part 
in events designed to encourage success 
after graduation.

Every fall, she said, Emerald Ridge, Puy-

allup, and Rogers high schools sponsor a 
Post-High Planning Night.

“We invite public and private four-year 
baccalaureates, local community and 
technical colleges, and private voca-
tional schools to present information,” 
she said. The event features 40 or more 
institutions.

Rogers High also hosts a Financial Aid 
Night in December to help students and 
their families plan for education funding 
after high school. Berry said the event is 
open to students throughout the district.

The district’s Offi ce of Diversity Affairs 
also hosts a Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities Recruitment Day 
each year. The event brings high school 
students and college recruiters face-to-
face, and often students bring completed 
applications and essays to be considered 
for college acceptance during the event.

College Fair 

This year’s Puyallup Fair will also 
feature a new event designed to help 
students plan for college. The fi rst-ever 
College Fair will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. September 11 and 12 during 
the fall fair.

All students in grades nine through 12 
are invited to visit the Education Build-
ing, also known as the Pavilion.

Representatives from more than 30 col-
leges and technical schools from around 
the Pacifi c Northwest will be on hand to 
answer questions on curriculum, costs, 
fi nancial aid, and more.

The free two-day event will also include 
information sessions on the Pavilion 
Stage. Topics will include fi nancial aid, 
essay writing, and college athletics.

continued from page 5

The research is clear: Children who read 
at grade level by the end of third grade 
will have greater academic success during 
their remaining school years and beyond. 

Knowing this, a cadre of volunteer read-
ing tutors from throughout the community 
have committed to help struggling young 
readers succeed.

Hundreds of fi rst, second, and third grad-
ers have benefi ted from the one-on-one 
assistance since the Good Samaritan 
Reading tutoring program launched seven 
years ago at Stewart Elementary.

The program expanded last year to Karsh-
ner Elementary, serving fi rst graders in its 
inaugural year and both fi rst and second 
graders this school year. In fall, third grad-
ers will also get the extra help they need.

Each student is matched with a commu-
nity volunteer, who spends 45 minutes 
once a week helping each child with basic 
reading skills.

The 45 minutes of weekly personalized 
tutoring can make the difference between 
a child who dislikes reading and struggles 
through a book to one who chooses to 
read and does so with ease, said Stewart 
Elementary program coordinator Jane 
Ward.

One of many success stories is Ashlee 
Hernandez, who could barely read at the 
start of fi rst grade. After three years in 
the program at Stewart Elementary, she is 
reading at grade level.

“This program has helped her to enjoy 
reading and made her want to read,” said 
her mother, Andrea. “When we go to the 

Students develop skills, confi dence in reading program
store, she runs for the book section.”

The program’s success is also evident with 
the reading gains made the past two years 
by second grader Joseph Baker at Karsh-
ner Elementary. 

“I tried everything to get him to read, and 
now he actually likes to read,” said his 
mother, Gale. Thanks to the skills he has 
learned in Good Samaritan Reading, she 
said Joseph now enjoys reading chapter 
books. He, too, is reading at grade level.

His reading tutor, Bill Geenty, has been 
working with Joseph for the past two 
years. His wife, Norma, also is a volunteer 
tutor.

“I enjoy the opportunity to work with the 
children,” said Bill, who is retired after 
serving as a teacher in the military. “He 
was reluctant to read when he started, but 
he is very good now. It’s amazing how 
quickly they can jump in their reading 
levels once they know how to sound out 
the words.”

During the weekly tutoring sessions 
students read aloud, complete vocabulary 
worksheets, practice writing skills, play 
card or board games that focus on letters 
and sounds, and name objects in small 
plastic tubs that correlate with consonant 
blends.

Joseph called his tutor “cool” and said he 
enjoys hearing stories about when Geenty 
was in the military. The boy invited both 
Bill and Norma to join him for lunch this 
year on Grandparent’s Day.

More than 40 tutors, including parents, 
grandparents, business people, high school 

students, and other community members, 
read with students this year at Karshner 
and Stewart elementary schools. Several 
represent service groups, churches, or 
other organizations in the area.

Reading tutors are trained by the two 
school program coordinators — Ward at 
Stewart Elementary, and Chris Stockslager 
at Karshner Elementary.

“We appreciate the volunteer tutors so 
much,” Stockslager said, adding many 
students enrolled in the program at Karsh-
ner have language barriers and need extra 
help sounding out words. The program has 
several games and other learning materials 
in both English and Spanish to help them 
overcome their diffi culties.

“The goal is to increase their confi dence 
in their ability to read and the fundamen-
tals of reading,” she said.

Good Samaritan Reading is funded with 
a grant from Good Samaritan Hospital 
and managed by Communities In Schools 
(CIS) of Puyallup. Students are tested at 
the beginning, middle, and end of each 
year to determine their reading levels. 

The personal rewards for volunteers are 
great, said tutor Pat Hines, a retired spe-
cial education teacher from Aylen Junior 
High. This is her fi rst year in the program 
at Karshner Elementary.

Good Samaritan Reading program tutor Bill Geenty reads with Joseph 
Baker, a second grader at Karshner Elementary School. The program 
is also helping readers at Stewart Elementary School.

continued on page 9

Students in grades seven, eight, and 
nine who are eligible to receive free 
or reduced-price lunches or are foster 
youth have an opportunity to receive a 
guaranteed full-tuition scholarship to 
colleges, technical schools, or 
other post-high school programs in 
Washington state if they meet certain 
conditions.

The deadline to sign the pledge for the 
College Bound Scholarship is June 30, 
2009. 

The scholarship program is for students 
in grades seven and eight; however, this 
year only it is offered to ninth graders 
who were eighth graders in the 2007-08 
school year.

College Bound Scholarship application 
forms are available on the Internet at 
www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound.
Students and their parents or other legal 
guardians both must complete and sign 
the application. By doing so, the student 
pledges to:

• Graduate from high school with at 
least a 2.0 grade point average.

• Be a good citizen in the school and 
community and not commit a felony.

• Apply for fi nancial aid by submitting 
the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid during the senior year of 
high school.

For more information about the 
College Bound Scholarship, visit the 
Web site listed above or call the Higher 
Education Coordinating Board at 
1-888-535-0747.

Full-tuition 
scholarships for 
eligible students
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required her to give up her volunteer work 
with Good Samaritan Readers.

“The kids need me more than a paid job,” 
she said. “I’ve seen some of my students 
struggle with reading a three-letter word, 
and now they read with confi dence. 
Reading is too important to not help these 
kids.” 

Karshner Elementary Principal Jeanie 
Schneider added, “This program is 
phenomenal. It’s organized, and the skills 
students learn are sequential based on 
where they are at with their reading. It’s 
done wonders for our students.”

Volunteers are needed for the Good Sa-
maritan Reading program at both Stewart 
and Karshner elementary schools. If 
interested in volunteering, contact Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup at (253) 
435-6689. 

“These kids need some help, and I think 
it’s great we can give it to them,” she 
said. “You really feel like you’re doing 
something worthwhile for someone.”

Tutor Kim Redington, who has two chil-
dren at Stewart Elementary, has volun-
teered with the program there for the past 
fi ve years. She also helps with the school 
dental van and at the book fair, as well as 
works as a substitute paraeducator. 

She said she recently turned down a paid 
job outside of school that would have 

Reading program 
helps students build 
skills, confi dence
continued from page 8

Chaz Chim, a second grader at Stewart Elementary, reads with Good 
Samaritan Reading program tutor Kim Redington. 

WAVE scholarship awarded to three seniors
A trio of high school seniors recently re-
ceived a fi nancial boost for their post-high 
school education.

Emerald Ridge High 
seniors Anna Gibson 
and Melissa Hal-
lenbeck, and Rogers 
High senior Will 
Brauneis, are among 
nearly 150 students 
statewide to re-
ceive a Washington 
Award for Vocational 
Excellence (WAVE) 

scholarship.

The award pays tuition for four semesters, 
or six quarters, at a Washington state col-
lege, university, or vocational school.

To compete for the scholarship, students 
submit a multipart application including 
essays to demonstrate leadership, com-
munity service, and career plans. It is 
awarded to students involved in voca-
tional pursuits such as the school district’s 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
classes and related activities.

The CTE program encourages students to 

develop a career plan and provides fi ve 
pathways, each with specifi c classes to 
prepare students in a particular fi eld of 
interest.

Gibson, who pursued the Science and 
Natural Resources career pathway at 
Emerald Ridge High, will attend Washing-
ton State University this fall and major in 
agricultural education.
 
“I defi nitely want to become a teacher,” 
she said, adding she wants to help educate 
others on the value of agriculture.

Hallenbeck took 
classes in the Business 
and Marketing path-
way and has her eye on 
a future career in busi-
ness administration, 
or hospitality business 
management such as 
running hotels or mo-
tels. She has been ac-
cepted to Washington 
State University and 
recently made the college’s dance team.

At Rogers High School, Brauneis ex-
plored classes in the Engineering and 

Technology pathway. 
“I’ve always liked 
building things with 
my hands,” he said.

After graduation, 
Brauneis plans to at-
tend Pierce College for 
two years and then use 
the WAVE scholarship 
to complete his educa-

tion at Washington State University.

Gibson said other students should consider 
vocational classes in the CTE program to 
help them attain a career after high school.

“If you work hard in these classes, they 
will pay off,” she said.

Mike Joyner, director of student learning, 
career readiness, praised the accomplish-
ments of all three CTE students.

“I can’t say enough about the quality of 
our CTE students in the Puyallup School 
District. Again this year, Puyallup had 
multiple winners for the prestigious 
WAVE scholarship, and each and every 
one of these students is a very deserving 
recipient,” said Joyner.

Six Rogers High students are among 150 
juniors from across the state selected to 
participate in a six-day Washington Aero-
space Scholars (WAS) summer residency.

The students will plan a human mission to 
Mars with support from professional en-
gineers and scientists, university students, 
and certifi cated educators. They also will 
participate in briefi ngs from aerospace 
professionals, tours of engineering facili-
ties, and hands-on engineering challenges 
involving model rocketry, robotics, land-
ing devices, and payload lofting.

Juniors Tim Northcott, Sarah Hubbard, 
Courtney Chai, Aaron Fikar, Scott Ander-
son, and Nicholas Golob were selected for 
the program based on their academic per-
formance on NASA-designed curriculum 
they completed from January through May 
in the fi rst phase of the WAS program. Pho-
tos of all students who participated in the 
WAS program this year are on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Washington Aerospace 
Scholars named

United Way recognizes district and individuals
The United Way of Pierce County recently 
honored the Puyallup School District, in-
cluding a student and a staff member, for 
efforts in giving back to the community.

The district received three awards during 
the United Way of Pierce County Commu-
nity Celebration in April.
 
Annual Community Partnership Awards 
recognize companies, organizations, and 
individuals who have made extraordinary 
contributions to the community in the past 
year through their partnerships and service 
with United Way. 
 
Bob Connelly, senior account executive 
with United Way, shared news about the 
Puyallup School District winners during 
the April 27 school board meeting.

Connelly noted that the Puyallup School 
District earned the special distinction 
of being named “Campaign of the Year 
- Public Sector.”

The district raised more than $101,000 
during this year’s school district United 
Way campaign. All 33 schools in the 
district, as well as support buildings, 
participated in campaign, which ran from 
October 15 through November 14.
 
Chris Boiter, executive assistant to Deputy 

Superintendent Debra Aungst, was one of 
three people from a group of 12 regional 
nominees named “Campaign Volunteer of 
the Year.” Boiter helped coordinate this 
year’s districtwide campaign.
 
Tiffany Coleman, a junior at Rogers High, 

Bob Connelly, senior account executive with the United Way, joins 
(from left) Puyallup School District Deputy Superintendent Debra 
Aungst and award recipients Tiffany Coleman, a junior at Rogers High 
School, and Chris Boiter, executive assistant to Aungst. 

was named “Youth Volunteer of the Year.” 
Coleman is a Girl Scout, serves on the Puy-
allup Giftmakers Board of Directors, serves 
on the Youth United Leadership Council, 
and volunteers twice a week with a thera-
peutic horseback riding program for children 
with mental and physical disabilities.

Anna Gibson

Melissa 
Hallenbeck

Will Brauneis

Students who want to participate in sports 
or selected extracurricular activities in fall 
2009 must pass a minimum of fi ve classes 
and maintain at least a 2.0 grade point 
average this semester.

Those who are deemed ineligible to par-
ticipate will be suspended from competi-
tion for fi ve weeks at the high school level 
or three weeks at the junior high level. 
The suspension from competition begins 
on the fi rst day of practice at the start of 
the (fall 2009) semester.

Those who fall short of meeting the 
standard during periodic grade checks 
throughout the 2009-10 school year will 
be required by school board policy to 
begin a two-step process that includes 
participating in school-based interventions 
and developing a plan of improvement 
until they meet the eligibility standard.

For specifi cs about the two-step process, 
visit the district Web site at www.puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, point 
to Our District, click Board Policies, and 
in the left pane click 2000 series. Scroll 
down the page to Regulation 2151 and 
click Interscholastic Athletic and Activi-
ties Eligibility.

A chart identifying the sports and activi-
ties affected by the new ruling is also on 
the Web site. On the Home page, point 
to Activities & Resources, and then click 
Activities & Athletics.

Spring semester 
grades affect fall 
athletic eligibility
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            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

This issue of Connections focuses on the transition 
from school to work. The following graduate profi le is 
a collection of spotlights about Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) staff members who graduated from 
district high schools. There are many other employees 
throughout the district who are local graduates, many of 
them devoting their entire careers to serving as teachers, 
administrators, or support staff.

Jon Cerio
Rogers High School Teacher
Materials Technology, and
Architecture, Construction, and
Engineering (ACE) Academy
1998 Rogers High Graduate

Eight years after high school gradu-
ation, Jon Cerio returned to his alma 
mater to teach the classes he said he 

practically lived in as a student.

“My dream job was to be back here at the Rogers High 
School shop,” he said. “Each day I get to come to school 
and share my passions about the trades with my students. 
It feels good. This is my hometown.”

When Cerio left Rogers High, he started a cabinetry busi-
ness with his older brother and participated in an intern-
ship program with The Boeing Co. through Rogers High 
School’s Tech Prep program. He then enrolled in Wash-
ington State University, where he graduated in 2006 with 
a degree in elementary education.

Cerio said he was inspired to teach by Rogers High CTE 
instructors Rich Reed and Leo Emery. “Both of these men 
took time with me to share their passions and abilities,” 
he said. “The skills students obtain here are valuable. The 
knowledge they accumulate in class could help them in 
their careers, their hobbies, and as future homeowners.”

Bob Dore
Rogers High School 
Teacher
Manufacturing, 
Welding
1968 Puyallup High 
Graduate

For nearly 30 years, 
Bob Dore has taught 

the same class he took as a teenager at 
Puyallup High School. Dore enrolled in 
the industrial arts programs at Puyal-
lup High, including woodworking and 
drafting. He credited industrial arts 
teachers Dan Vesey and Bill Kempton 
for inspiring him to make a career out 
of teaching industrial arts.

After high school, Dore went to Central 
Washington University (then called 
Central Washington State College), 
where he graduated in 1972 with a 
bachelor’s degree in industrial arts education and a minor 
in art. He taught seven years at Lakes High School in 
Lakewood before spending the next 25 years teaching at 
Puyallup High. For the past fi ve years, he has taught man-
ufacturing and welding part time at Rogers High School.

Over his teaching career, he has also been an assistant 
football and track coach and a member of the Coast 
Guard Reserve for 21 years. This year he was named the 
district’s Career and Technical Education Educator of the 
Year.

“What I have enjoyed the most about teaching CTE is 
having graduates come back to visit several years later to 
share their successes and how their shop classes helped 
them,” he said.

Shelley Jellison
Puyallup High School
Career Specialist
1989 Rogers High Graduate

Shelley Jellison attended the Puyal-
lup School District from kindergarten 
through grade 12 and explored a vari-
ety of different CTE courses in junior 
high and high school. Most of her time 
was spent in family and consumer science classes; how-
ever, she also explored technology education, business, 
and photography.

Jellison mentions several teachers who were infl uential 
along her career pathways. Carri Gervais and Tim Spears 
were her fi rst CTE teachers in junior high and kept 
classes “fun while educational,” she said. Becky Hoff 
fueled her interest in family and consumer science in high 
school.

“Becky Hoff was an incredible teacher and inspired me to 
continue my education in the Health and Human Services 
Pathway,” Jellison said.

After high school, Jellison earned a bachelor’s degree in 
community health education from Central Washington 
University. Four years later, she earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in human development with a teaching and voca-
tional certifi cation from Washington State University.

After spending some years teaching family and consumer 
sciences, Jellison joined the Puyallup High staff fi ve 
years ago as a career specialist. “Working in education 
gives you the unique opportunity and honor to help shape 
students and who they will become,” she said. “As a 
career specialist, I assist students in making career and 
education choices that may impact the rest of their lives. 
What could be more rewarding?”

Jenni Muehlenbruch
Emerald Ridge High Teacher
Child Development, Education 
Careers, Teaching Academy, Early 
Human Development
1999 Rogers High Graduate

Jenni Muehlenbruch remembers get-

DeWayne Crust
Rogers High School Teacher
Video Productions,
Broadcast Journalism
1974 Rogers High Graduate

DeWayne Crust became a Rogers 
Ram on the very fi rst day the school 
opened in 1968 and was also a student 
at Firgrove Elementary and Ballou 
Junior High schools. Crust took an industrial arts class 
and said he especially enjoyed drafting. The class in-
cluded a lesson in leather working — a skill he continues 
to use today as a hobby.

The Rogers High graduate moved on to Central Wash-
ington University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
industrial arts and then to Western Washington University 
for a CTE certifi cate in technology education. He later 
earned a master’s degree in educational technology with a 
focus on media.

Crust spent his early teaching years as a high school indus-
trial arts instructor in Orting and Napavine, Wash. He came 
to the Puyallup School District in 1992, fi rst teaching tech-
nology education at Aylen Junior High, and then returning 
to his alma mater as the video productions teacher in 2000.

“The people I remember most are my P.E. teacher, Mr. 
Calkins, my choir teacher, Mr. Nace, and my fi fth-grade 
teacher, Mrs. Gould. They taught me self-control and 
discipline so I could be successful.”

ting a solid education from the Puyallup School District 
and credits former family and consumer sciences teacher 
Becky Hoff, as well as other district teachers, with inspir-
ing her to go into the teaching fi eld.

After high school, Muehlenbruch went to Central Wash-
ington University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in family and consumer sciences vocational education. 
She has also earned her master’s degree in teaching from 
Grand Canyon University. She returned to Puyallup to 
do her student teaching with Heidi Sturdivant at Bal-
lou Junior High School, and then worked as a long-term 
substitute teacher at Rogers High School.

Muehlenbruch has been teaching full time in the Puyallup 
School District for six years. She taught at Stahl Junior 
High School for one year and then moved to Emerald 
Ridge High School.

“I love working with students and getting to know them 
on a personal level,” she said. “I am passionate about the 
content that I teach, and I can’t imagine myself in any 
other profession.”

Kelly Schakel
Rogers High School Teacher
Nutrition and Fitness, Interior Design, 
Career Choices, Educational Careers, 
Teaching Academy
1999 Rogers High Graduate

Kelly Schakel always knew she 
wanted to be a teacher, but there 
weren’t any specifi c classes such as 
teaching academy that related to teaching when she was 
in high school. She took a high school health course, 
however, which inspired her to major in health and fi tness 
education originally.

After graduation from Rogers High, Schakel attended 
Central Washington University and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in health and fi tness education, with an endorse-
ment in career and technical education. She went on to 
earn her master’s degree in teaching.

Schakel returned to the Puyallup School District as a 
student teacher at Puyallup High School with teachers 
Sue Krippaehne and Kim Glasser. “They were amazing 
mentors and inspired me in many ways!”

She started teaching in the Steilacoom School District in 
2003 and taught there for two years before being hired at 
Rogers in 2005. “Teaching is one of the most inspiring pro-
fessions because I am learning from my students each day!” 
she said. “I believe that it is more important for me to teach 
from the heart, rather from the pages of a textbook.”

Cassie Scott
Puyallup High School Teacher
Child Development, Early Human 
Development, Teaching Academy, 
Education Careers
1996 Rogers High Graduate

As a student at Rogers High School, 

Graduates return ‘home’ as Career and Tech Ed staff

continued on page 11

Emerald Ridge High Teaching Academy teacher Jenni 
Muehlenbruch discusses an assignment with students.

Rogers High Video Productions teacher 
DeWayne Crust assists junior Brittani Weeks 
with a video assignment.

www.puyallup.k12.wa.us June 2009 Connections 11

Cassie Scott completed courses in early 
human development and child develop-
ment. Now, more than a decade later, she is 
teaching those same classes at Puyallup High 
School.

Scott’s high school course schedule also 
included CTE courses such as medical termi-
nology, photography, materials technology/
metals, work-based learning, and physical 
management. She said she was inspired to 
teach by Becky Hoff  “through her encour-
agement, organization, and dedication toward 
her students.”

After high school, Scott earned her bachelor’s 
degree in human development and a master’s 
degree in education from Washington State 
University. She taught in Tacoma for two 
years before coming to Puyallup High six 
years ago. 

“I enjoy encouraging students toward their future career 
and helping them fi nd classes that can further their inter-
ests while in high school,” she said.

Karri Selby
Puyallup High School Teacher
Culinary Arts
2002 Puyallup High Graduate

In June of last year, Karri Selby got a 
phone call that would change her life. 
There was an open position at Puyal-
lup High School for a culinary arts 
teacher in the very same classroom 

where she studied culinary arts as a teenager. Selby, who 
had been working as a personal chef and running two 
culinary programs in Napa Valley, Calif., packed her bags 
and returned to her alma mater to teach.

Having chosen a career as a chef when she was just 11 
years old, Selby followed that same path through high 
school and at The Culinary Institute of America in New 
York. She graduated from the institute with an associate’s 
degree in culinary arts and a bachelor’s degree in hospi-
tality and restaurant management.

Selby credits teacher Shannon Steedman as her inspira-
tion. “She understood who I was as an aspiring chef, what 

credit through the articulation program that 
Emerald Ridge High shared with Seattle 
Central Community College (SCCC).

After high school, she attended SCCC to 
fi nish the next three levels of ASL. Dur-
ing that time she worked for a local deaf 
and hard-of-hearing service center. After 
SCCC she spent a year interpreting at 
Franklin Pierce High School, then moved 
into teaching the following year at Penin-
sula and Gig Harbor high schools.

When an ASL teaching position became 
available at ERHS in 2006, she jumped 
at the opportunity to work alongside her 
former teacher in the school district that 
gave her a start in the fi eld. “It has been 
an amazing and rewarding experience 
sharing my passion for ASL with the 
students of South Hill and Emerald Ridge 
High School,” she said. “I only hope to 
be a positive infl uence for those students 
who need one. And if they leave Emerald  

Ridge High School loving ASL and deaf culture, then I 
have accomplished all I’ve come here to do.” 

Larry Turner
Puyallup High School Teacher
Automotive
1975 Rogers High Graduate

Larry Turner has stayed true to his 
passion about the automotive fi eld 
throughout his schooling and career. 
He took wood shop and metal shop at 
Aylen Junior High and Rogers High 
School, as well as automotive classes at Rogers High.

After Rogers High, Turner continued his education at 
Clover Park Technical College. Once he graduated col-
lege, he began work in the automotive fi eld and, more 
than a decade later, decided to go into teaching.

Turner has been teaching the automotive program at 
Puyallup High the past 18 years. During that time, he has 
built numerous partnerships with automotive dealerships 
and other local businesses.

“My career path is very similar to that of many of my 
students, which gives us common interests,” he said. “I 
enjoy helping students develop their interest in cars and 
guiding them into rewarding careers.”

CTE teachers
continued from page 10

I needed, and where I wanted to go with my life.”
With her fi rst year of teaching coming to a close, she 
said, “I am grateful I have the opportunity to get paid to 
do what I love the most — to see kids walk in knowing 
nothing about food and then see their progress through-
out the semester. I can see when they get it, when they 
understand and appreciate the food, and that’s the part 
that keeps me going.”

Jessica Stalker
Emerald Ridge High School Teacher
American Sign Language (ASL)
2002 Emerald Ridge High Graduate

Jessica Stalker remembers register-
ing for her fi rst high school classes 
as an incoming sophomore at Rogers 
High. When it came time to select a 
world language, she couldn’t help but 
notice that ASL was an option. She had learned some 
sign language from a P.E. teacher at Pope Elementary and 
fi gured, “I might as well put it to good use.”

“For the fi rst time ever, I felt like I had found something I 
was good at,” she said. “I loved ASL and looked forward 
to going to class.” When ASL teacher Mitch Noll trans-
ferred from Rogers High to Emerald Ridge High in her 
junior year, she followed. ASL III fi rst became available 
in the district during her senior year. She received dual 

David Montevideo, 
manager of the 
South Hill Mall, has 
won the Washing-
ton Association of 
School Adminis-
trators (WASA) 
Community Leader-
ship Award for the 
Puyallup School 
District.

WASA presented the 
Region 111 awards 
on April 24, and 
several days later 
the Puyallup School 
Board presented 
Montevideo with a certifi cate of recognition. Karen 
Hansen, executive director of communications, told the 
board that Montevideo is supportive of education and 
education programs including:
• Hands-on displays of the arts, technology, and 

science showcasing student work. 
• An informational kiosk that has been donated by 

the mall enabling the district to share brochures, 
newsletters, and other information with the 
community. 

• A display honoring the district’s annual Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award Program 
winners. This is the second year of the display in the 
mall, which features photographs of the exceptional 
African-American students. 

• A display box to collect toys each year for needy 
families during the holidays as part of the Puyallup 
Giftmakers program. This is a major source of toy 
collection in the program, which is completely 
organized by students.

South Hill Mall manager 
wins leadership award

Golden Acorn, Zeiger winners named
A pair of parent volunteers and a long-time elementary 
school teacher took home this year’s Golden Acorn and 
Zeiger awards for their work in and out of the classroom.

The awards were announced during the Puyallup Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) Council’s annual banquet held 
in April at the Liberty Theater in downtown Puyallup. 

The Golden Acorn award recognizes volunteers for their 
work with schools. The Zeiger Award was named after 
Edward Zeiger, a teacher and principal who spent 43 
years working in the Puyallup School District. The award 
is given annually to an employee who embodies Zeiger’s 
ethic of service to the educational community.

contest, and ‘Wow’ is what they pulled off,” Tate said. 
“From the fi rst student project to arrive in their posses-
sion to the fi nal touches of the Refl ections awards event, 
these two ladies did an exemplary job.”

Carson Elementary second-grade 
teacher Jo Ann Noel earned this 
year’s Zeiger Award for her work as 
an educator and a mentor. Noel has 
spent 34 years as a teacher in the 
district, working at Brouillet, Car-
son, Firgrove, Fruitland, and Waller 
Road elementary schools. She has 
also served on numerous school and 
district committees.

Tate noted Noel’s willingness to sup-
port and mentor student teachers. “Her contributions, no 
matter how big or small, have made a huge difference 
for all of the children and parents who had the honor of 
working with her,” she said.

After 34 years of teaching, Noel said she still loves help-
ing students succeed. “I come back each year because I 
like the challenge. I love to see the light bulb come on in 
a student’s mind. Their energy inspires me,” she said.

Former school board member Bruce Dammeier was 
recognized as this year’s Outstanding Advocate award 
winner. Dammeier joined the school board in 2001 and 
resigned earlier this year after being elected to the state 
Legislature. 

Across the district, 41 volunteers from 22 schools were 
recognized as Golden Acorn recipients at their individual 
school sites. In addition, 10 employees and volunteers 
received local-level Outstanding Advocate awards. Ten 
teachers from nine schools were named Outstanding Edu-
cators. For a full list of award winners announced at the 
Puyallup PTA Council banquet, visit the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, 
click More District News.

Meeker Elementary parents Christina Allen and Michelle 
Braddock shared this year’s Golden Acorn award for 
their efforts in the annual school district PTA Refl ections 
contest. Allen serves as the Meeker Elementary School 
PTA president and Braddock is vice president. Together 
they organized the districtwide contest, including host-
ing a banquet to honor the more than 300 students who 
submitted artwork. 

Dori Tate, Puyallup PTA Council vice president, praised 
both volunteers for their handling of the Refl ections pro-
gram. “‘Wow!’ was the theme of this year’s Refl ections 

Golden Acorn winners (from left) Christina 
Allen and Michelle Braddock.

David Montevideo

Jo Ann Noel, 
Zeiger Award

Puyallup High Automotive Technology teacher Larry Turner observes 
as students Eric Kindel (left) and Nicholas Henn work on a vehicle.



High school art joins 2009 Arts Downtown outdoor gallery
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A kinetic metal dog made out of scrap 
engine parts, and a ceramic quilt pieced 
together with images from Puyallup, join 
the line-up of artwork displayed in the 
2009 Arts Downtown outdoor gallery.

The artists behind the images are two 
Rogers High School seniors whose work 
joins those by dozens of professional art-
ists with sculptures on display throughout 
downtown Puyallup.

Tiffany Demling created a ceramic quilt 
of four images, pieced together in mosaic 
style, that defi ne Puyallup and the sur-
rounding community. The artwork stands 
near the entry to the school district’s 
Education Service Center at 302 Second 
St. S.E.

Joey Householder used a collection of 
old car engine parts and inspiration from 
his own pet to create his work of art — a 
metal dog that begs for children to touch 
its moving parts. His work stands near 
the corner of Pioneer Avenue and Second 
Street Southeast.

This is the thirteenth year that students 
have showcased their talent in Arts Down-
town, sponsored by Valley Arts United.

Arts Downtown is a presentation of out-
door art pieces by sculptural artists from 
throughout the region. Pieces selected for 
the gallery are displayed year-round in 
downtown Puyallup.

The art includes both temporary works 
loaned for a year and for sale to the pub-
lic, and a growing permanent collection of 
nearly 40 pieces that have been purchased 
for the city.

The selection of art for the Arts Down-
town Student Artist Program is a two-step 
process. First, a school district selection 
committee reviews the art for its appro-
priateness within the community. An Arts 
Downtown subcommittee then reviews the 
entries for durability.

Students submit a portfolio, including a 
resume and past works, with their pro-
posed designs.

Pat Bryant, retired chairperson of Arts 
Downtown, praised the student work dur-
ing a student artist reception in April at the 
school district’s Education Service Center.

“This is a chance for you to have your 
work seen and to participate in the profes-
sional artist world,” she said. “The pos-
sibilities for art are without limits.”

Both students will also be honored on 
August 1 during an “Art at the Market” 

arts festival that will be held in conjunc-
tion with the Saturday Market in Pioneer 
Park, as well as at a thank-you dinner that 
follows. Students may sell other artwork 
they have created and earn 100 percent of 
the profi ts, as well as mingle with profes-
sional artists, during the daylong festival.

All of the art selected this year, including 
the student pieces, are featured in a color 
brochure that outlines a walking tour of 
the outdoor gallery.

“Wonders of the Puyallup Valley”

Several hundred triangle-shaped pieces of 
hand-cut ceramic clay combine to form 
a strawberry, a daffodil, a pine tree, and 
an apple in Demling’s “Wonders of the 
Puyallup Valley.”

The senior started her project by looking 
up images on the Internet. Once she found 
her favorites, she enlarged them, cut them 
out, then laid them on a thinly rolled piece 
of clay. Carefully, she said she cut out the 
images in triangle-shaped pieces, which 
were fi red in a kiln and grouted together to 
form a mosaic of the four images.

Demling chose different earthtone colors 
of clay for her work and decided to keep it 
a dull fi nish, rather than a shiny gloss, to 
enhance the different textures. The straw-
berry, for example, includes hundreds of 
tiny dots of clay that represent the seeds. 

The only painted item, 
she said, are the leaves 
on the daffodil.

In her third year of 
ceramics, Demling said 
she used a variety of 
instruments, includ-
ing a clay roller and a 
needle cutting tool.

Her ceramic quilt is 
glued to a plywood 
board that is inset in a 
metal frame. The piece 
hangs from a metal 
stand, handcrafted by 
senior Jordan Sapel 
and junior Jeff Belford, 
both students in Bob 
Dore’s metal arts class. 
They also were hon-
ored at the student art-
ist reception in April.

“Art is a great way 
to express yourself,” 
Demling said. “I love 
mosaics, and I wanted 
to create something 
the community could 
enjoy.”

The inspiration for her 
piece, she said, is her 
“Grandma Kay,” who 
recently died.  “One of 
her hobbies was quilt-
ing, and this is a great 
way to remember her,” 
she said.

Demling’s ceramics 
teacher, Cindy Tate, 
said she asked Demling 
to create art for the 
outdoor gallery because 
of her talent and her 
dedication.  “She did a 
beautiful job,” she said.

“Dog-E”

One person’s junk 
became Householder’s 
treasure as he combined 
a box of scrap auto 
parts, including valve lifters, springs, 
rocker arms, gears, timing chain, and 
spark plugs, to create “Dog-E.”

While the dog’s body (made out of timing 
chain) came easy to the veteran welder, 
he said the head and ears presented an 
artistic challenge. Householder relied on 
inspiration from his own dog, Paulie, a 
mixture of a Saint Bernard and Labrador 
retriever, to create a realistic shape. He 

used a variety of engine parts and angled 
the head upward so that the dog’s nose 
is just inches from a bright yellow metal 
daffodil.

Like the computer-animated science fi c-
tion fi lm Wall-E, in which a robot curi-
ously examines a fl ower found growing 
among a mound of trash, Householder 
said he named his art Dog-E, since it is 
meant to portray a curious dog sniffi ng a 
daffodil in a junkyard.

Householder wants passers-by to interact 
with his art. The base is on a bearing that 
allows it to rotate in a full circle, the chain 
tail fl ips back and forth, and springs bend 
and jiggle.

“I wanted to make it interactive and some-
thing kids could have fun with,” he said.

In his third year of welding at Rogers High, 
Householder used a series of tools to con-
struct his art, including a wire feed welder, 
gas/metal arc welder, plasma arc cutter, 
grinder, bender, and various torches.

He also learned a new technique with this 
project — how to shape metal with heat 
and a hammer, much like a blacksmith. He 
used this newly learned skill to create the 
ears, tongue, and daffodil center. 

Householder has also done welding for 

Students honor 
cultures through art
Students celebrated cultural awareness 
through visual art, literature, music, 
dance, and other performances at the 
annual Honoring Cultures exhibit during 
the Spring Fair.

For the past few years, the district has 
been using curriculum developed by the 
Respecting Ethnic And Cultural Heri-
tage (REACH) Center. During the Fair 
exhibit, students demonstrated what they 
have learned through the REACH Center 
and other programs in the district’s exten-
sive multicultural curriculum.

To read more about the Honoring Cul-
tures event and see a gallery of photos 
featuring activities and performances 
throughout the day, visit the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the top of the Home page under District 
Headlines, click More District News.

Photos (left): Tia Pu joins fellow Ridgecrest Elementary fi rst graders in a demonstration of Norwegian 
folk dancing during the Honoring Cultures exhibit at the Spring Fair. The students studied different 
cultures in class with their teacher, Melissa Anderson. (Right): Emerald Ridge High senior Nasia Mead 
reads to children. Behind her is a diversity paper quilt made by Northwood Elementary students.

Rogers High senior Tiffany Demling with her 
“Wonders of the Puyallup Valley” artwork created 
for the Arts Downtown outdoor gallery.  

Joey Householder, a senior at Rogers High, with 
his “Dog-E” metal sculpture accepted into this 
year’s Arts Downtown outdoor gallery.

previous student Arts Downtown honor-
ees, including welding a display stand for 
one of last year’s selections.

His manufacturing and welding teacher, 
Bob Dore, called Householder “a real 
craftsman.” He added, “This is very 
creative. A lot of thinking and work went 
into it.”


